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Dear Friends:

Thank you for this opportunity to express my greetings and congratulations as you gather for the
Blaine House Conference on Volunteerism and the swearing in of Maine’s AmeriCorps 2004-2005
volunteer members. Please accept my special thanks to the Maine Commission for Community Service
and the Maine Volunteer Connection for making this event possible.

Service to our communities is one of the most honorable and long standing civic traditions that we
have in the State of Maine. The values and convictions of the Maine Commission for Community Service
and the Maine Volunteer Connection have made them leaders in this arena, fostering community service
and volunteerism in meeting the human and environmental needs of our State. The list of projects that
they and their volunteers have undertaken is just incredible. Congratulations to you all on a job well
done!

Whether it is helping elderly Maine citizens apply for fuel assistance, or plowing through the
woods to help maintain and establish nature trails in the wonderful foothills of Maine, AmeriCorps
volunteers possess a sense of purpose and accomplishment in their efforts to make the world a better place
to live. They are truly making a difference. As many volunteers present here today can surely attest, the
good feelings from these acts of sharing and giving of one’s time and energy is worth so much more than
just accomplishing a goal. It means learning about people, your environment and how important it is to
participate in a community, working together to bring order and purpose to so many lives. My sincere
thanks go to each of the members for their willingness to serve in this capacity.

I hope you will all continue to volunteer in the future, and that the time spent as an AmeriCorps
member has kicked off a lifetime tenure of giving. Thank you all for this opportunity to express my
support for the work you do for the citizens of Maine. My best wishes to each one of you on continued
success.

Slrnperely,
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Blaine House Conference on Volunteerism
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for your kind invitation to attend the 18" annual Blaine House Conference on
Volunteerism. Although I am unable to be with you in person today, I am pleased to take this
opportunity to recognize your outstanding efforts to foster community service and volunteer work in
Maine.

The spirit of volunteerism is one of our state’s greatest strengths. The Maine Commission for
Community Service, in collaboration with the Maine Volunteer Connection, works tirelessly to
encourage citizens to be actively involved in their communities. This conference provides an excellent
opportunity for volunteer administrators, program managers, sponsors, and other partners to gain
valuable insight on new and innovative ways to promote service opportunities.

Through its many educational and environmental programs and its partnerships with other
service institutions, AmeriCorps has made invaluable contributions to our state. AmeriCorps
volunteers have a unique and rewarding opportunity to reach out and better the lives of the people in
the communities that they serve. These dedicated individuals use their time and talents to help in
schools, non-profit organizations, local agencies, and other service groups. Whether building
affordable housing, mentoring young children, or making sure rural Mainers have access to quality
healthcare, more than 100 AmeriCorps volunteers are making a positive difference everyday in Maine.

As the new AmeriCorps members are sworn in today, I would like to express my appreciation
for their exceptional spirit of service and their dedication to building stronger communities here in
Maine. Please know that I will continue to work at the federal level to support both AmeriCorps and
local volunteer organizations. You should all be very proud of your commitment to making Maine a

better place.
Sincerely,
Susan M. Collins
United States Senator
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